OUR PURPOSE: To work together to educate and skill our future global citizens

TERM 1 No. 2
Friday February 17th 2017

Diary Dates
Whole School Assemblies
Friday 17/2/17
Friday 17/3/17
Friday 31/3/17

Canteen Special
Sausage Sizzle 21/2/17
Acquaintance Night
Tuesday 21/2/17
AGM
Monday 27/2/17

Take Home Reading

Governing Council Training
Tuesday 21/3/17
This is for anyone interested in
learning about Governing
Council
Pupil Free Day
Friday 10/3/17

Public Holiday
Adelaide Cup Monday 13/3/17

Yr 6/7 Excursion
Taste of High School at
Woodville High
Canteen Special
Burger 15/3/17
Governing Council
Monday 20/3/17 7pm
Photo Day
Monday 3/4/17

End of Term

Thursday 13/4/17 – early dismissal 2:05
C Friday 14/4/17 – Good Friday Public
Holiday

School News

Classes and Learning
This week all staff have been involved in planning meetings to organise learning activities,
especially in the area of Reading and Language so that we can better target the learning
needs and abilities of our students. From next week all classes will have SSOs working
with students in class and supporting the learning program being delivered by the
classroom teachers. Thank you to all staff for the great amount of work and effort that has
been put into these planning sessions.
Deputy Principal
Congratulations to Irene Lynch who will be acting Deputy Principal this term. Irene will
continue with her focus on Student Wellbeing. The school will shortly advertise for a
permanent Deputy Principal position.
School Times
Just a reminder, as we still have some students arriving on the school grounds before
8:30 am: For your children’s safety it is important that no child is inside/on the school
grounds before 8:30am as staff are not officially on duty until this time. If something
happens no-one will be aware! It is safe for children to enter the yard from 8:30 when there
is a yard duty teacher on deck. We also have some students who are at school well after
3:20. Staff are often required to attend meetings after school. These can sometimes be
off site, so again students run the risk of being unsupervised. For the student’s safety if
they are not picked up by 3:20 they will be sent to OSHC as has always been the
practice here at Woodville.
Governing Council Annual General Meeting
The Governing Council AGM is going to be held on Monday 27th February. We welcome
all members of the community to come along and join us on this evening. If you are
interested in becoming a member of the Governing Council you can nominate yourself or
an interested friend (parent/caregiver of a student at the school). Being on the Governing
Council gives you an opportunity to have a voice in the governance of the school and
being a link between the school and the community. We have many different cultural
groups at our site and it would be fantastic if we could a representation of these
communities in our Council. We meet twice a term from 7pm. There are a variety of
subcommittees they you might like to join such as, Garden, Fundraising, Dress Code and
so on. It is an interesting job and is very much valued by the school so please join us.
Governing Council Training
The schools in our local area have combined to organise a training session around what
it means to be a Governing Council member and the role of the Governing Council. The
training will be run in our Library and go for approximately 1.5 hours (depending on
questions and participants).
Membership composition
Legal obligations and conflict of interest
Ways to engagement vs consultation vs representation
E: dl.0497_info@schools.sa.edu.au
www.wvilleps.sa.edu.au

A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNSELLOR
Children and Anxiety

Starting school or something new for some children is really exciting. Yet for some anxiety, nerves and fear takes hold,
and it can be very overwhelming. It feels awful and life becomes about avoiding rather than embracing new challenges.
For anxious children, the adults in their lives are a powerful partner in supporting them to engage with the world with a
positive outlook.
Children who struggle with school anxiety are generally well behaved and want to do the right thing. Your approval
means everything to them. When they do something that would be difficult in the face of anxiety, notice even if it’s just
finishing breakfast or putting their hair in a ponytail. Their anxiety feels big. Whenever they’re bigger, let them know
you’ve noticed.
When they are anxious they are driven by a brain in a fight or flight mode. It’s working towards survival and has no time
for rational thought. You can play a powerful part in turning this around. Stay calm and gently tell them that you can see
they’re struggling and that you understand. Tell them that you know how difficult it is for them and that you wish it could
be different.
Explain that anxiety is actually a sign that they’re about to do something really brave-otherwise they wouldn’t be anxious
about it. There will be things that are tough for them that are easy for others, and things that are easy for them and tough
for others. Children need to know that they are not alone. Model self-belief and normalise anxiety by sharing times you
feel anxious and act brave.
It’s more than likely that the anxiety didn’t happen overnight, so change won’t happen that way either. Any progress is
great progress. There will be steps forward and steps back, but over time the forward steps will become more backward
ones will become less.

Maths in Motion!

In Room 3 this week we started exploring patterns. Patterns are everywhere, but sometimes we may not be aware of
what we are seeing until a pattern is pointed out and explored.
Room 3 defined a pattern as something that repeats. We have explored patterns using:
 sound (clapping, clicking, tapping etc),
 our body (boy, girl, boy, girl) and
 everyday classroom equipment (blocks, counters, shapes etc)
Using everyday equipment when teaching pattern not only develops math vocabulary but also
helps children understand many other math concepts such as symmetry, order, counting,
number operations, data collection, and estimation.
We have decided that patterns are super fun! Patterns are an essential building block in
students understanding about numbers. What starts out as making pretty designs with pattern
blocks eventually leads to skip counting, repeated addition (and therefore multiplication and
division), algebraic reasoning, and beyond! So it's important that we provide them with a solid
foundation.
Below are some of our patterns:

Don’t forget to check out our ice-cream display in the front office!

Middle Years Unit Anthem
Are You Ready?
We got this feeling inside our bones
It goes electric, wavy when we turn it on
All through our unit, we’re strong as stones
We're learning loads, and listening hard, we’re in the zone.
We got that strength to be sen-sible
And deeper thinking in our brains
We feel that everyone’s accepted when we’re here – ooooooo
We’re not ever gonna give up, trying so phenomenally
It’s always safe to give it a go, there’s no fear.
In middle years, wherever you s-i-it
We’re gonna help you try to f-i-it,
Cos we’re here and we’re ready to learn
So keep on trying, keep on trying, keep on try-iiiiing –
Nothing else goin’ get you there, so just learn, learn, learn
And maybe we’ll go wrong sometimes, OK
We’ll just turn, turn, turn (it round)
All those things we shouldn’t do
We just won’t, won’t, won’t,
A-and ain’t anyone giving up, so keep trying!

COMMUNITY NEWS

FROM CHARLES STURT COUNCIL

